Eng 414/514, Contemporary Composition Theory

Winter 2005, TR 2:3:50 pm, 385 NH 

Dr. Greg Jacob: 725-3572 (office), 681-8397 (home), <jacobg@pdx.edu>

Office Hours: MW 11-12 am and TR 1-2 pm, NH 409

Texts: A Guide to Composition Pedagogies. Eds.Tate et.al.


 Cross Talk in Comp Theory. Ed. Victor Villanueva.


 Scenarios for Teaching Writing. Anson et.al.

Description: Contemporary Composition Theory, ENG 414/514, examines how various aspects of postmodern thought, including feminism, neo-Marxist theories, and cultural criticism, has affected the teaching of writing. Furthermore, how has expressionistic rhetoric, cognitive rhetoric, and social-epistemic rhetoric continued to shape pedagogical approaches to the teaching of composition? In between the tug and pull of modern and postmodern theory, we will also discuss on-going issues in the field, such as the concept of the autonomous individual (writer), the role of ideology and dissensus, the position of composition in the academy, the call for standardized testing and accountability, and the growing influence of the networked classroom. Students will read articles that have enriched and shaped rhetoric and composition studies, keep a double-entry journal, write short critiques, engage in peer response, and write a major paper. 

Learning Outcomes:

Define the major pedagogical approaches to the teaching of composition.

Develop a politically informed vision of the field.

Discuss changes in concept, theory, and practice within the field.

Identify and analyze areas of controversy in the field of composition studies.

Interpret and evaluate the work of leading theorizers and researchers in the field.

evaluate a specific pedagogical approach or current contemporary issue.


Keep a dialogue journal that critiques the assigned readings.

Present an oral report on radical or critical pedagogy. 

Class Procedure: Please have read the assigned readings in advance of class meetings and be prepared to discuss and write about the material. Always bring your journal because we will write in it during class. I do expect regular attendance on your part. The course is not a lecture class. You will be involved in seminar discussions, small group sessions, and oral presentations. Graded course work--certain assignments, papers, journals, and critiques--will drop a letter grade if turned in past the twenty-four hour grace period. Any missed P/NP work needs to be made up before the next class period. There may be an exception to these procedures, but you will need to talk with me about such matters beforehand.  

The journal is a double entry or dialogue journal. Use the left side for reading notes,  observational notes, and critical commentary; use the right side for summaries, personal comments on your own notes, counterpoints, editorializing, and for classmates' responses. Always date your entries and give each entry a title. Please use a separate notebook or folder for this journal.

The paper is five to eight pages in length, double-spaced, numbered consecutively, and is documented according to MLA conventions.

Suggested topics:

--an analysis and, ultimately, an evaluation of one of the pedagogical approaches to

composition. 

--a position paper (argumentative) on a current issue, such as the role of literature  in the composition class, use of computers for scoring a student’s paper, the  reliance on adjuncts to teach basic composition courses, mainstreaming vs.

placement for entering college students, the abolition of the required freshman composition requirement, technology’s influence on writing instruction, mainstreaming multicultural writers, or role of grammar in the teaching of writing.

--a dialogue paper based on this initial dialogue between Wendy and Dennis:

Wendy--Don’t you think you are shortchanging the students by not encouraging them to explore, by not letting them make their own knowledge?

Dennis--How can students simply stumble upon knowledge?

Wendy--Don’t they help shape, even create knowledge?

Dennis—Why do you downplay the importance of the teacher in the classroom? The teacher provides guidance. It’s what he or she does.

Wendy—But haven’t you realized that learning is collaborative and is always being reshaped through dialogue and consensus?

Dennis—Oh come on. Is my role reduced to nothing more than a tour-guide? I expect a teacher to offer something I did not know before.

Oral presentation: You will team up with two other classmates on one of the chapters in Composition Pedagogies. Your group will identify the salient aspects of the article, offer a counter reading, and raise questions for the class to consider.

Evaluation: Twenty-five percent of your grade is based on your double entry and/or dialogue journal; in-class and out of class P/NP assignments account for twenty percent; the major paper is worth thirty percent, and the oral presentation, fifteen percent. Attendance and class participation make up the remaining ten percent. 

*Graduate students (ENG 514) will be required to submit a one-two page critical summary of an article from College English, PEI.C6; College Composition and Communication, PE1001.C6; and Research in the Teaching of English, PE1065.R44.

Syllabus, Winter 2005

	Date
	Reading/class activity
	Assignment

	Jan 4

Jan 6


	From rhetoric to composition.

pp. 55-76 and 205-233 in Cross Talk.
	First journal entry.

	Jan 11

Jan 13


	pp. 129-139 and 151-173 in Cross Talk.

pp. 255-272 in Cross Talk;

pp. 1-17 in Scenarios.
	In-class writing.

Class exercise.

	Jan 18

Jan 20


	pp. 3-15 and 43-54 in Cross Talk; Process Pedagogy in A Guide.

Expressive Pedagogy in A Guide;

pp. 18-33 in Scenarios.
	Journal entry.

Group 1; class exercise.

	Jan 25

Jan 27


	pp. 273-310 and 387-411 in Cross Talk.

Rhetorical Pedagogy in A Guide;

pp. 34-62 in Scenarios.
	Journal entry.

Group 2; class exercise.

	Feb 1

Feb 3


	pp. 415-436 and 461-478 in Cross Talk.

Collaborative Pedagogy in A Guide;

pp. 63-77 in Scenarios.
	Journal entry.

Group 3; class exercise.

	Feb 8

Feb 10


	pp. 479-504 in Cross Talk.

Cultural Studies Approach in A Guide;

pp. 77-99 in Scenarios.
	Journal entry.

Group 4; class exercise.

	Feb 15

Feb 17


	pp. 677-696 and 717-737 in Cross Talk.

Critical Pedagogy in A Guide;

pp. 100-122 in Scenarios.
	Journal entry.

Group 5; class exercise.

	Feb 22

Feb 24


	pp. 571-609 in Cross Talk.

Feminist Pedagogy in A Guide;

pp. 122-146 in Scenarios.
	Journal entry.

Group 6; class exercise.

	Mar 1

Mar 3


	pp. 623-653, 697-713, and 797-828 in

Cross Talk.

pp. 311-317 in Cross Talk; Basic Writing

Pedagogy in A Guide
	Journal entry. *Journal due.

*Graduate work due.

	Mar 8

Mar 10


	Conferences (optional).

Roundtable discussion.
	*Paper due.

	Mar 14
	10:15 am
	Final Exam


